Some Play

in fear and trembling the wrath of the Due de Bern, who came
galloping towards them. A smile, however, illuminated the
royal countenance and, " Well, Duke, this is an English run ",l
was the only * rebuke ' which fell to the apprehensive
sportsmen.

In connection with hunting days Lord William Lennox
tells a story which illustrates his Chief's kindly disposition.

Upon one occasion, the Duke being prevented from hunt-
ing, lent his favourite mount Elmore to his young attache,
who had the misfortune to lame him on the ride home.

ave gone and done it," [said the Duke's coachman Turn-
ham, who was a great character and no respecter of persons ]" Why, the
Duke would not have taken two hundred for that horse . . ."
Happily for me [says the young A.D.C.], the Duke, who had been
occupied all day, was out riding, and I did not see him until dinner time.
I had fully made up my mind to mention the accident, hut wished to
wait until nine o'clock, when I was to have a " bulletin " of Elmore's
state.
As a large party was assembled, litde was said about the hunting until
the ladies had retired ; when I was called upon to give a full, true, and
particular account of it. I mentioned the brilliant manner in which the
horse had gone, and the panegyrics he had received from all. "A
splendid animal," said my chief. " I hope to ride him next Monday at
Fontainbleau." My heart quailed within me.
At this moment, the butler, who had heard of the mishap, gave me a
message from the groom, that the horse was a little better from some
treatment that had been adopted. . . .
" I can take you to the play," said his Grace ; " the cabriolet is at the
door."
We drove there. I was, as usual, the charioteer upon such occasions,
and so distracted was I upon the present, that I nearly grazed the curb-
stone at starting, and was within an inch of knocking over one of the
gens-d'armes as we approached the theatre.
It was late when we arrived : the last act of " Oreste " was going on,
with Talma * as the hero. ... In vain had the perfect acting of Talma
any charm for me, and when the afterpiece began, I was too wretched
to laugh. . . .
1 Wellington in Private Life, p. 5z.
* Talma, Francois Joseph, French actor, 1763-1826.
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